
STATISTICAL INVESTIGATIONS – TYPES OF DATA 

Section 1 - Page 1 of 2 

Introduction video to descriptive statistics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIZD1BFfw8E 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) collects information about Australians and their daily lives. 
The largest and one of the most important ways they do this is through the Census of population and 
Housing, which is conducted every five years; it is a descriptive count of everyone who is in Australia 
on one particular night, what they do and where they live. 

Because a census includes every member of a target population, it is a huge and costly undertaking, 
which is why the ABS Census is only conducted every five years. Surveys that involve samples of the 
whole population are used more frequently to predict trends for the whole population. 
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