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Surds of the same kind can be added or subtracted just like pronumerals, using the distributive 

law to collect like terms:  𝑎𝑏 + 𝑎𝑐 = 𝑎(𝑏 + 𝑐). 

You can only add and subtract like-algebraic terms, such as  2𝑎 + 3𝑎 − 𝑎 = 4𝑎 

Similarly, you can only add and subtract like-surds, such as  2√2 + 3√2 = 5√2 

It may be necessary to first simplify the surd terms by removing perfect square factors. 

 

 

 

 


