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To factorise quadratic trinomials, you must remember how to expand binomial products and 

then work backwards. We know the following: 

(𝑥 + 𝑚)(𝑥 + 𝑛) = 𝑥ଶ + (𝑚 + 𝑛)𝑥 + 𝑚𝑛 

(𝑥 − 𝑚)(𝑥 − 𝑛) = 𝑥ଶ − (𝑚 + 𝑛)𝑥 + 𝑚𝑛 

(𝑥 + 𝑚)(𝑥 − 𝑛) = 𝑥ଶ + (𝑚 − 𝑛)𝑥 − 𝑚𝑛 

For example, to factorise  𝑥ଶ + 5𝑥 + 6  you must write it in the form  (𝑥 + 𝑚)(𝑥 + 𝑛)  where  

𝑚 + 𝑛 = 5  and  𝑚𝑛 = 6. This means you must find two numbers whose sum is 5 and whose 

product is 6. 
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